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“No. 30CM dated 24th January, 1979

My Dear Prime Minister,

As you are aware, in February and March, 1978, about 1 lakh 20
thousand refugees from former East Pakistan and now in rehabilita-
tion and work site camps in Dandakaranya and other areas, deserted
these camps and came to West Bengal. After good deal of efforts
we repatriated all but about eight thousands of them who had taken
shelter in Marichjhanpi Reserve Forest area in Sunderbans. These
deserters have felled forest trees extensively, have started fisheries
and are distributing lands. They have created a sort of free zone for
themselves in Marichjhanpi and have expressed their determination
to resist by force any attempt to repatriate them.

Recently, it has come to our notice that new deserters are trickling
to Marichijhanpi by circuitous routes to evade police vigilance. It
has also been reported that some of the leaders of these refugees are
trying to allure the families who had gone back to Dandakaranya by
offering of land in the reserve forest area. Shri Satish Mondal, one
of their leaders, has reportedly disclosed in a meeting recently that

PR



about 5,000 P.L. refugee family of Mana Camp (Madhya Pradesh)
will be coming over to Marichjhanpi. The Madhya Pradesh Police
has been requested to keep watch over these P.L. refugees and to
inform us of the developments from time to time.

We have now decided to take action for containing the situation
at Marichjhanpi and to make every effort to repatriate the deserters.
However, a number of organisations like Unnayan (OXFAM), Nikhil
Banga Nagarik Sangha, etc., are actively helping and instigating the
deserters. We also have reports that some leaders of Janata Party,
such as, Shri Sakti Sarkar, M.P., Shri Haripada Bharati, M.L.A., and
Shri Kashi Kanta Maitra, M.L.A., are encouraging these deserters
and collecting outside help for them. I should be grateful for your
assistance at the political level to tackle this serious problem devel-
oping in the Sunderbans.

With kind regards, Yours sincerely

<5l W 38 wifFte duewEE TR, o o o ota zrEE|
wsifel o1 SpepTE AN |

No. 392 P.M.O./79 dated 30th January, 1979, New Delhi.

My Dear Jyoti Basu,

Please refer to your letter No. 30 C.M. of the 24th January, 1979
regarding infiltration of refugees from Marichjhanpi and other camps.
I agree with you in regard to the action that you have taken or pre-
pared to take. None of the organisations nor any M.P. or M.L.A. has
approached me and if they do I shall give them appropriate answer.
With kind regards, Yours sincerely

Morarji Desai

@3 SNfS QI =1 93T B3 21w vz @ Tz, 2fe SisaE
GFC WG |
My Dear Basuji,
Thank you for your letter No. 13 C.M. dated 19th January, 1979
regarding the deserters returnee families.

2. Your observations about the complaints of D.P. families con-
cerning the nature of work being provided to them are being brought
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to the notice of the Chairman and Chief Administrator of DNK

Project for suitable action.

oif ferefeetsy @ vy 9w i FRee FAEE @2 GmE @
G (G, T G SCU0E, O I O FIS F00 B o1
el Tbw | wite T IR @, @6 OfF [Tl F@ (RITEw |

I note that you have reiterated the firm resolve of the State Govern-
ment to return the remaining deserters families to their respective re-
habilitation sites and Karmisibir soon. However, it is getting to be one
year since these families deserted DNK and other rehabilitation sites.
Next Khariff season is fast approaching. It is felt that these families
should return at least 3 months in advance if they are to be in a posi-
tion to take up Khariff cultivation by June, 1979. However, of keeping
watch over the vacant land and homestead plots to which the deserters

families have not yet returned. 39! W 2 9129 #ITT wItE G

e, I, ST MO 0 (olleTIe] 4G, Eoet FIC!, SN Al Y 1 |
If these lands are not allotted to others before June, 1979 that
land will also go uncultivated leading to avoidable loss of production
or alternatively will be encroached upon leading to other difficulties.
Any temporary allotment of land to others as you would appreciate

has its own problems @fe1 (FTH =1 (@0 I == FISE W red

oY ORRCE (O OAFT (olleTeel 29| 3. Taking all these factors into
consideration we feel it will be appropriate to fix a cut off date for
return of the deserters families to DNK. I thought that 31st March,
1979 may be fixed as the cut off date for the return of the remaining
deserters families having returned to this point those to fail to return
by that date will stand finally debarred from getting back their lands
and houses and from getting renewed relief and rehabilitation assis-
tance sanctioned for the returnees. Return by 31st March, 1979 will
help the settler families and such karmisibirs families as are on the
basis of their priority entitled to settlement during the next season,
to undertake Khariff cultivation in time by June, 1979.

I hope you would appreciate the very relevant consideration set
out in para 3 and agree with this approach. On hearing from you
we shall take decision and have it announced and you may like to
publicise this in the areas in which the deserters are now staying
in West Bengal.
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I shall appreciate a line in reply.
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